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Welcome back from the Eco Church team with the latest newsletter. We hope you have enjoyed
the summer and had a chance perhaps to take things at a slightly slower pace, Perhaps also to
spend time appreciating the wonders of God’s creation and reflecting on ways we can treasure
this precious gift - as individuals, families and church community.

The Eco Church scheme enables us all to grow in wisdom and willingness to look after God's
world through our worship, our care of our buildings and land, our own lifestyle choices, and
the ways we engage with the local and indeed global communities. Below are some
opportunities for us all to join in.

FAITRADE FORTNIGHT:

Fairtrade is an international movement working in partnership with 2 million
farmers and workers in 70 countries. It works with farming co-operatives,
businesses and governments to make trade fairer, so that producers receive
fair prices and can improve their living standards, invest in their
communities and protect our shared environment.

Fairtrade Fortnight 2025 runs from Monday September  JZallAllia\%
22" — Sunday October 5th

The theme this year is T@a. Did you know that 100 million cups of tea are drunk every day in
the UK?

St Mary’s will be serving Fairtrade tea after the Sunday services during Fairtrade Fortnight as
part of our commitment to being a registered Fairtrade Place of Worship. Our coffee and sugar
are also regular Fairtrade purchases.

Could you buy only Fairtrade tea for your home use during the Fortnight? Sold in CO-OP, Lidl,
Sainsburys, M&S, Waitrose and Greggs, and in National Trust cafes. Look out for brands such
as Clipper, Jacksons of Piccadilly, and others.

Much more information on the Fairtrade website under Tea.

HORSHAM GREEN SPACES TRAIL

Horsham Green Spaces has created a new family-friendly walking trail as part of their Horsham
Town Wildways project. This is an initiative to bring us closer to nature by creating wildlife
corridors throughout the town. Their new trail passes through St Mary’s Churchyard and is now
available from Horsham Museum, where it starts and ends.
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https://www.fairtrade.net/uk-en/products-and-producers/fairtrade-products/tea.html

https://www.horshamgreenspaces.org/trailhorshammuseum

The whole route is about a mile long. The trail guide includes prompts to look out for the
enormous ancient oak in our churchyard and the variety of lichens and mosses on our
gravestones.

WEBINAR FROM THE JOHN RAY INITIATIVE
Chris O'Riordan has highlighted this webinar as being potentially of interest:

Divine Windows
with Dr Dave Gregory Wednesday 1st October at 7.30pm

In recent years advances in high definition filming and
photography have enable d science and nature
documentaries (think of Brian Cox and David
Attenborough) to bring truly stunning imagery into our
homes. From the microscopic world through earth's most
stunning scenery and to the edges of the solar system and
beyond we have become used to seeing wonders that few
before us have been privileged to witness. In this webinar
Dave grapples with how we might engage spiritually with
such images. He offers the framework of Wonder, Play and
Order as a template for more profound appreciation and
spiritual engagement. This webinar will be appreciated by
all of us who love our nature documentaries and will also

David Gregory

DIVINE
WINDOWS

Seeing God through
the lens of science

S5 Windows - Seeing God through the lens of Science."

You will need to book a (free) ticket online at https://jri.org.uk/book events/divine-windows-
webinar-with-dr-dave-gregory/ if you wish to attend.

WHAT’S ON IN HORSHAM

Saturday 27th September Sussex Green Hub 10am-2.30pm at the United Reformed
Church in Springfield Road.

Held on the last Saturday of every month, the hub is home to the Refill Shop, Repair café
and Horsham Community Fridge, alongside the Horsham Eco Churches stand, recycling
advice and refreshments. Great for practical solutions and greener living inspiration.

Including Horsham Apple Day, Unitarian Church Hall and Garden Worthing Road,
Horsham, RH12 1SL, 10.30am-2.30pm
The event will include:

« English apple, cake and juice tasting

o Community orchard talk

Creation Care Collect

Creator God, you made the goodness of the land, the riches of the sea and the
rhythm of the seasons; as we thank you for your gracious providing may we cherish
and respect this planet and its peoples, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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